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Introduction

The aim of the book

Double Plus Upper-Intermediate will help you prepare for the Cambridge English: First (FCE) Examination, the
Michigan ECCE and other exams at B2 level. By using this book you will develop your listening, speaking and
writing skills, become familiar with the examination tasks and prepare effectively for the corresponding parts of
the exams.

Outline of the Cambridge English: First (FCE) Examination

DAD D A 1) 0 O
PART | TASKTYPE NUMBER OF QUESTIONS
I Multiple choice cloze 8
2 Open cloze 8
3 Word formation 8
4 Key word transformation 6
5 Multiple choice 6
6 Gapped text 6
7 Multiple matching 10
TOTAL: 52
.'I F " PAPER 2:WRITING (llhour 20 minutes)
PART | TASKTYPE NUMBER OF WORDS
.| Con |po|5‘0|’)' task - 140-190
| Lss2y giving an opinion
| Cne wask from a choice of three
2 e sible task types: article, e-mail/letter, review, 140-190
| report?, short story™)
1| » . PARER3: LISTENING!(approximately 40 minutes)
PART | TASKTYPE NUMBER OF QUESTIONS
[ Multiple choice 8
2 Sentence completion 10
3 Multiple matching 5
4 Multiple choice 7
TOTAL: 30
PABER'4: SPEAKINGI(I4/minutes)
PART | TASKTYPE DURATION
| .Short exchanges between each candidate and the ST
interlocutor
2 Long turn from each candidate, with a brief o
response from the other candidate
B Candidates talk to each other 4 minutes
4 Candidates talk to each other and the interlocutor 4 minutes

* for Cambridge English: First (FCE) only
** for Cambridge English: First (FCE) for Schools only




The list
There are thirty questions in the Cambridge English: First (FCE) Listening Comprehension Test. Each of the four
parts of the test contains one or more recorded texts which is played twice. The listening texts may be monologues
or conversations based on everyday situations (e.g. lectures, telephone messages, interviews). The recordings

; > = . . )

include a variety of accents.

The aim of Paper 4 is to test candidates’ ability to:

a. understand the gist (general meaning) and main points of a spoken text
b. listen for details or specific information

¢. make deductions when information is not clearly stated

Part 1 consists of eight short unrelated texts lasting about thirty seconds each. Candidates have to answer eight
multiple choice questions with three options each. Candidates are given adequate time to read through the
questions and options before listening to the text.

Part 2 consists of a text lasting three to four minutes. Candidates have to answer ten questions by completing
sentences. They have to write a word or short phrase (not longer than three words) in the blanks provided. The
questions follow the order of the information in the text. Minor spelling mistakes are not penalised, as long as the

answers are recognisable.

Part 3 consists of five short texts, of about thirty seconds each, which are usually theme-related. Candidates have
to complete a multiple matching task. There is a list of eight possible answers, five of which must be matched with

the texts.

Part 4 consists of a text lasting three to four minutes. Candidates have to answer seven multiple choice questions

with three options each.

'ca of what you.

-t you. Try to

@ Always read the questions carefully before listening to the recording. This will give you so::
are going to hear and what kind of answers you are looking for.

@ Do not worry about unfamiliar words that you may hear in the recording, This will only dis
understand the general meaning of the text.

@ When dealing with questions that have two or three options, try to justify why the answer you have chosen is

correct and the other options incorrect.
® When answering the questions in Part 2, check that your answer makes sense with the part of the sentence

already given.
® Answer all the questions even if you are not sure of the answers, and give only one answer to each question.




The speaking test of the Cambridge English: First (FCE) Examination

The Cambridge English: First (FCE) Speaking Test contains four parts and lasts fourteen minutes. It is an interview
between two candidates and two examiners. Both examiners assess the candidates, but only one of them, the
interlocutor, conducts the interview.

Part 1 lasts two minutes. The interlocutor has a conversation with each candidate, in turn, about topics candidates
are familiar with (e.g. the place they come from, their family, neighbourhood, school, hobbies, etc.). The aim is

to make the candidates feel comfortable. This part tests the candidates’ ability to convey personal information in
correct and fluent English.

Part 2 lasts four minutes. Each candidate is asked to compare a set of theme-related photographs. The candidate
should not describe the photographs in detail, but focus on the similarities and differences. This will take about one
minute. Then, he/she must answer the question that is specific to the task. The other candidate is asked to make

a brief comment on the same photographs for about thirty seconds. The candidates are assessed on vocabulary,
structures and organisation of the language when expressing their opinion.

Part 3 lasts four minutes. The candidates are given a question and written prompts which are theme-related

and they must carry out a conversation in order to complete a given task. The task requires them to answer the
question and reach a decision. This may involve speculating, prioritising, planning, decision making or problem
solving. The candidates are assessed on their ability to exchange information/opinions, justify their opinions and
manage a conversation in English.

Part 4 lasts about four minutes. The interlocutor leads a discussion between the two candidates based and
expanding on the theme dealt with in Part 3. The aim is to test the candidates’ conversation skills.

{

— R
@ Smile and look confident.
@ Speak clearly. Appropriate speed of delivery is also important.
@ If you haven’t understood something, do not hesitate to ask for clarification. Use questions like “Could you

please repeat that?” or “Could you please say that again?”.

& When you are asked a question, try to answer immediately. Remember that time is limited and you have to
show that you are able to express yourself adequately.

@ Ifyou can’t remember a word, don’t stop abruptly. Try to use other words to express what you mean.

@ Try to use a range of vocabulary and structures. Do not repeat the same words all the time. Remember that
you are being assessed on your language skills.

@ Do not answer questions with just a “yes” or “no”. Try to justify your answers using examples or
arguments. The examiners need an adequate amount of language in order to assess you.

© Remember, no answer is right or wrong, as long as it is justified.

® When you need more time to think about what to say, use phrases such as: “Well, let’s see now” or “Well,
let me think”.

@ Always look at the person you are talking to, whether it’s the other candidate or the interlocutor.

® In the discussion tasks, begin speaking with your partner immediately. Help each other if one of you gets

L stuck by asking a question, for instance. It is your responsibility to make the conversation flow naturally.

SPEAKING l
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The writing part of the Cambri

dge English: First (F xamination

The Cambridge English: First (FCE) Writing Test contains two parts and lasts 1 hour and 20 minutes. Candidates
are asked to write for a specific purpose, having a particular reader in mind. The word limit is 140-190 words for
both Parts 1 and 2.

Part 1 is a guided writing task and is compulsory. A candidate’s ability to respond to an essay title and
accompanying notes is being tested. The task they have to complete is writing an opinion essay addressing both
points and providing a content point of their own. To successfully accomplish the task the candidate needs to
produce a well-organised essay in an appropriate register and tone.

Part 2 consists of three tasks. Candidates must do one out of the three given tasks. The writing tasks required
for this part include non-transactional e-mails/letters (formal and informal), reports (only Cambridge English:
First), articles, stories (only Cambridge English: First for Schools) and reviews.

Before you start W

@ Read the rubric carefully and underline the key words/phrases and the points which you need to include in
your writing.

@ Ask yourself who you are writing to and why you are writing.

@ Decide on the appropriate layout and style.

Planning your text

@ Make notes of any ideas you have on a scrap piece of paper. Your notes could be in point form or under
headings.

® Refer back to the rubric and choose your best ideas.

@ Group related ideas together.

@ Put your ideas in order of importance. One way of doing this is by numbering them.

® Make sure you include all the points mentioned in the rubric and use any notes provided.

Writing your text

® Start by writing an interesting introduction informing your reader what you are going to write about.
® Use paragraphs.

® Begin each paragraph with a topic sentence.

@ Make sure that your ideas/arguments/information appear in a logical order.

@ Include a range of vocabulary and expressions.

® Avoid repetition of the same words and expressions.

® Use appropriate linking words/phrases to join your ideas and make your writing flow.
@ Use appropriate tenses and grammar structures.

® Keep the reader in mind so that you write in an appropriate style.

@ Write a conclusion which summarises your ideas.

@ Make sure that your writing is neat and easy to read.

Checking your text

@ Check that you have completed all parts of the task and have used an appropriate style and layout.
@ Add any necessary details and eliminate irrelevant points.

@ Check that you have kept to the points mentioned in Writing your text above.

@ Check your spelling, punctuation and grammar.

@ Make sure you have kept within the word limit.




Outline of the Michigan ECCE

Section Item descriptions Number of items

two parts, multiple-choice questions 50 total about 30 mins
with four answer choices for each

question:

Part | — short dialogues followed by a 30 items
recorded question with answer choices
in the form of pictures

Part 2 — four short talks on different 20 items
topics, followed by 4-6 questions, which

are also recorded.The questions and

answer choices are printed in the test

booklet

three parts, multiple-choice answers 100 total 90 mins
| grammar 35 items
vocabulary 35 items
the reading section consists of: 30 items

questions each
= two reading tasks each comprised of

| by topic and followed by ten questions
| each

a choice of letter or essay response one task 30 mins
based on a printed prompt in the form

| of a short extract from a newspaper

article

a one-to-one interaction, using visual 15 mins
Speaking prompts



ne listening

In the first part of the test there are approximately 30 short dialogues or announcements which test candidates’ ability to
understand spoken English in everyday situations. The dialogues are always between a man and a woman. Each recording
is played only once and is followed by a recorded question. The answer choices for each question are pictures. The
candidates have to choose one of the three pictures which best answers the question they have heard.

® Look at the three pictures carefully before you start listening. This will give you some idea of what you are
about to hear.

@ As you listen, concentrate on the pictures. You will probably need to eliminate options before you find the
correct answer.

® Each question is followed by a twelve-second pause. Use this time to answer the particular question and
look at the next set of pictures.

@ You will need to identify the relationship between the speakers, the content/topic of the conversation, where
the conversation is taking place, possible functions (e.g. asking for / giving directions/opinions, etc.)

@ Pay close attention to the speakers’ intonation and word stress. These can give you useful information
about the speakers’ feelings, mood or attitude.

L. Make sure you transfer your answers to the answer sheet clearly and carefully.

The second part tests candidates’ understanding of four short talks, in the form of monologues. The talks are
played only once. All the questions are recorded. The questions and answer choices are printed in the test booklet.
For each question, candidates have to choose one of the four answer choices.

@ You will be given about 30 seconds to read the questions and answer choices before the talk begins.
® Look carefully at the questions and answer choices. This can give you some idea of what to focus on while

listening.
@ There is a twelve-second pause between each question. Use this time to answer the particular question.
@ Don'’t leave any questions unanswered.

L. While you are listening, you may take notes.




The writing

The writing part, which lasts 30 minutes, tests the candidates’ ability to express their ideas in a clear and
comprehensible way. They will be asked to write a letter or an essay (one page long or about 150 - 175 words)
based on a prompt. This prompt is a short extract from a newspaper article. The letter or the essay must reflect the
candidates’ views on the ideas presented in the prompt.

® Read the prompt carefully and underline the key words/phrases and the points which you need to include W
in your writing.

@ As you have only 30 minutes, you need to learn to organize your time efficiently. Spend five minutes
planning your writing. Before you start writing, consider who you are writing to and what effect you
want your writing to have on the reader. This will determine the style and the kind of language (formal /
informal) you will have to use.

@ After you have finished, allow for some time to check your writing. Read it carefully, add any necessary

\ details and check spelling, grammar and punctuation.

The speaking test of the Michigan ECCE

The speaking test is an interview between the candidate and an examiner and it aims at assessing the candidate’s
oral production skills. It lasts 10-15 minutes and consists of four stages:

Stage 1 Candidates are asked questions about themselves, where they come from, their school, family,
neighborhood, interests, hobbies, future plans, etc. The aim is to make them feel comfortable by talking about
topics they are familiar with.

Stage 2 Candidates are given a prompt including a short text and pictures about a problem or situation.
Candidates ask the examiner questions in order to get the information they need to make a decision.

Stage 3 When candidates think they have gathered enough information, they report their solution, or their opinion
about the problem or situation to the examiner justifying why that solution or opinion is best.

Stage 4 Candidates are asked questions that elaborate on the topic introduced by the prompt.

il

@ Look confident and look at the examiner when speaking to him/her.

@ Speak loudly and clearly so that the examiner can hear you.

@ Do not delay answering the questions and avoid making long pauses. You have to show that you are able to
express yourself within a limited amount of time.

@ Do not answer questions with just a “yes” or “no” and do not give very short answers.

@ Ifyou haven’t understood something, do not hesitate to ask for repetition or clarification. Use questions
like “Could you please repeat that?” or “Could you say that again?”.

@ Ifyou can’t remember a word, do not stop abruptly. Try to use other words to express what you mean.

@ Try to use a range of vocabulary and structures. Do not repeat the same words all the time.

® When you need more time to think about what to say, use phrases such as “Well, let me think”, or “Let me

»

see”.

@ In Stage 2, it is important that you know how to ask questions. A combination of direct (“How long does
the play last?”) and indirect (“Could you tell me how long the play lasts?”) questions would be ideal.
Consider the situation carefully and ask questions which will help you in your decision-making,

@ In Stage 3, consider all the information you have gathered carefully before making your final decision.

L. Show that you are willing to talk and participate in the conversation. )

WRITING spmmNo.



?Holidays

» What sort of holidays do you prefer? Why?
» If you could go anywhere in the world, where would you go? Why?

» Would you ever consider a holiday in space? Why/Why not? sightseeing breathtaking views
package tour  a unique experience
cruise lack of gravity

Pre-listening

VOCABULARY

backpacking exotic/tropical island

Activity |

You will hear people talking in eight different situations. For questions 1-8, choose the best answer (A, B or C).

1

You hear a woman enquiring about accommodation. What kind of accommodation is it?
A ahotel

B acampsite

C aholiday home

You hear a couple making holiday arrangements. What do they eventually decide to do?
A take their own bicycles to France

B hire bicycles in France

C buy bicycles in France

You hear a woman talking to a friend. Where is she calling from?
A anairport

B ahotel

C acar hire company

You overhear a man talking on the phone. Who was responsible for the misunderstanding?
A theman

B the travel agent

C the hotel receptionist

12



5 You hear an advertisement on the radio. What is on offer?
A acruise
B atouring holiday by coach
C aholiday at a world-class resort

6 You overhear a conversation. Who is the man talking to?
A his neighbour
B his colleague
C his wife

7 You overhear a man talking to a friend in a travel agency. What is the speaker’s opinion
of being scared of flying?
A Itssilly.
B It’s logical.
C It’s embarrassing.

8 You overhear a conversation. Why did the man take a bus to the airport?
A The taxi drivers were on strike.
B He didn’t want to inconvenience anyone.
C Nobody could take him.

Activity 2
You will hear part of a radio interview about space tourism. For questions 1-7, choose the best answer (A, B or C).

1 How often can people watch a sunset in space?
A every hour
B every half an hour
C every hour and a half
2 What does Steve say about space travel?
A It's too soon for it.
B It'sa fantasy.
C It's already a reality.
3 What does Bristol Spaceplanes need?
A drawings for space planes
B financing for space planes
C an appropriate design team

4 What have Hilton Hotels and WAT&G done?
A developed designs for space hotels
B made sure hotels on Earth have everything
C built observation decks in space

5 When will space travel be available to the average person?
A in five years
B inten years
C It'snot yet known.
6 What is one disadvantage of the lack of gravity in space?
A Your arms become smaller.
B You get space motion sickness. :
C You weigh nothing so you can float around. T

7 How will space hotels deal with the disadvantages of the lack of gravity?
A Space walks will be organised.
B Special chairs and beds will be provided.
C Inside the hotels there will be artificial gravity.

e H



© Where do you usually spend your holidays?

® How do you usually get there?
® What do you usually do when you are on holiday?

|Focus on pictures A and B

The two pictures show different types of holidays. Find the similarities and differences using the ideas given below,
your own ideas and the vocabulary on the next page. Make notes in the space provided.

similarities & Differences
T—
Why do people enjoy going on holiday to places like these?
s/
ac'ivities
R cloihes

| surioundings
reason for holiday
cost
accommodation

meals

'Now speak
1. Compare these pictures and say why people enjoy going on holiday to places like these. Use the notes you have
made, some of the expressions below and the vocabulary on the next page.
A holiday ... offers .. whereas/while .  On the contrary,a holiday .. ~People choose to go on a camping/beach holiday because ..

In contrast to a beach holiday, a camping holiday is.. | think/believe that people goto.. The reason that people goto .. (3

A camping/beach holiday is enjoyable because ... It's fun to go to the sea/mountains because ..

2. Now say which one of these two places you would rather go to and why. Use the expressions given below.

| would rather go to ..because .. A beach/camping holiday is more enjoyable than a camping/beach holiday because ..

I believe that going on a camping/beach holiday would be better because .. | think | would prefer to go to ...because ...

14



'Focus on pictures C and D

The two pictures show different means of transport. Find the similarities and differences using the ideas given
below, your own ideas and the vocabulary on this page. Make notes in the space provided.

i

: Differences
Similarities iff

M

| Why do people choose to use these means of transport when they travel? |

ideas!

. places you can visit
| length of journey

} cost

S safety

level of comfort
meals

sleeping facilities ~—
view i

Now speak

1. Compare these pictures and say why people choose to use these means of transport when they travel. Use the
notes you have made, some of the expressions suggested below and the vocabulary on this page.

..is more ..than ...  The advantages of .. compared to ..are .. ~ Some people choose to travel by .. when ..

| think/believe/am of the opinion that people travel by ...when ...
Most people prefer the ... when ...

A journey by .. would ... whereas ...

People like to travel by ..when .. A train/plane is also convenient when ..

2. Now say which means of transport you prefer for long distances and why. Use the expressions given below.
I would rather travel by .. because .. When travelling long distances, | would rather travel by .. because ...
| would prefer to travel by .. because ...

VOCABULARY

I would sooner travel by ... than by ... when travelling long distances because ..

Pictures A and B Pictures C and D 1
crystal clear waters camping equipment buffet car railway carriage
jet-skiing challenging convenient reclining seats
relaxing it delay scenery
seaside resort hiking ?estlr.\atlon sleeping car

X . 2 ‘ood is served k
S Imea isolation in-flight entertainment Bmooikee
waterskiing rucksacks / backpacks jet lag
windsurfing set up camp take-off / landing
tents / sleeping bags turbulence &

unit
SPEAKING
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Discuss the topic

o Have you ever been on a package holiday? If yes, did you enjoy it? If not, would you be interested in going on one?
© Why do you think some people choose to go on a package holiday?
» What do you think the secret to having a good holiday is?

Sample writing

1. Read the rubric and the notes and underline the key words.

In your English class you have been talking about package holidays. Now, your English teacher has asked you to write
an essay. Write your essay using all the notes and give reasons for your point of view.

Package holidays are an ideal way to travel. Do you agree?
Notes

Write about:

« cost

= convenience

s ... (your own idea)

e s ————

Making the necessary arrangements to go on holiday can be
both stressful and time-consuming. For this reason, many people,

myself included, believe that package holidays are an ideal way
to travel.

As for cost, pac!;age tours are good vaiue for money. This is
because they are all-inclusive and usually have no hidden costs,
so the holidaymaker knows, more or less, how much he/she will
spend.

Regarding convenience, when you go on a package holiday, the
travel agency arranges everything for you. In fact, it can even
create a holiday package to suit your needs. This saves you both |
time and effort, and helps you enjoy your holiday just the way !
you want it. | 1

T

There is also the issue of flexibility. Although package holidays
| come with a schedule, holidaymakers do not necessarily have to
=1 stick to it. Therefore, they have the choice of either joining the

o group or making their own plans.

= . Tosumup, when we prepare for a holiday, it is a good idea to

= make the process as effortless, cost-effective and time-efficient

== . s possible. The way | see it, package holidays are ideal as

,_ they offer a flexible schedule which allows holidaymakers the
=

freedom to function independently.




- Answer these questions.

a. Does the writer agree or disagree with the essay topic? How do you know?
b. Does the writer use all the notes that have been given?

. Where does the writer present the ideas given in the notes?

d. What idea does the writer come up with?

e. What does the writer do in the last paragraph?

(e}

Look at the highlighted linking words/phrases in the essay and put them in the correct category in the table below.

e s I ,in my opinion/view, personally, | believe, from my
B point of view, | am in favour of, my belief is that

2 : , with respect/regard
EXpICIIDEIIaYsition to, concerning, as to, turning to, about, relating to, as far as sth is concerned
: 3. ,in spite of, despite, however, but, even though, all
Xpressi .
exp ng congrase the same, nevertheless, nonetheless, while
expressing result/ 4. , : ,in this case,
consequence consequently, as a result, as a consequence, thus, due to

5.

,as a matter of fact, even more, more importantly,
above all, indeed

emphasising

6. ,in conclusion, all in all, on the whole, taking

SUMIming u - : ;
3 BeR everything into account, in short/brief, overall

t2an
An essay in which you give your opinion requires you to discuss an issue from your point of view while making use
of some notes that have been provided. In an essay such as this, you may choose to agree, disagree or partly agree.
Regardless of what position you wish to take on the issue, you have to address both the ideas that are given and
provide a third one of your own. When choosing to agree or disagree, you do not have to mention the opposite
point of view. Below is a general plan for an essay giving an opinion, with questions to help you when planning one.

* Introduce the topic of your

What is the central issue being discussed?
essay and state your opinion.

Do you agree or disagree with the essay topic?

What arguments can you think of (in favour of or

¢ Use the Ist idea in the notesto  against the issue) that elaborate on the ideas you have

present your argument. been given?
Main Part ¢ Use the 2nd idea in the notes to  How can you justify the arguments you have selected?
(8!paragraphs) present your argument. What additional idea can you come up with in support
 Use your own idea to present of your opinion?
your argument.

What information can you provide to give an example
of this idea?

* Restate your opinion by
summarising your ideas and

make a general comment on the Is
issue,

Conclusion

rall on?. 5
ng mm&%ﬁ& 0 stress?
resurs markaz

| Tow 1%

unit



Guide to writing

@ Read the rubric, question/essay topic and notes carefully and make a clear plan of how you wish to build your
argument.

o Divide your essay into paragraphs.

o In the introduction, present the topic for discussion and take a specific stand on the issue in question.

© Use a separate paragraph for every major idea and provide additional information and examples.

» In the conclusion, restate your opinion by summarising the main ideas in the main part.

© Use formal language (do not use short forms or abbreviations).

 Write your essay in an impersonal way. Avoid using ‘T’ too often.

 Use a range of vocabulary and grammatical structures.

o Use linking words/phrases to express your opinion, to express transition, to emphasise, etc.

Underline the key words and think of what position you wish to take on the topic

(agree or disagree).

Think of the arguments you can use to clearly state an opinion in favour of or

against the issue in question.

+ Make sure that these arguments clearly elaborate on the ideas you have been given.

+ Come up with an additional idea which backs your opinion and provide justification

for it.

Select the arguments you have the most to say about and which help you build a

sound case for or against the essay topic.

+ Don't try to deal with too many ideas.

« Don't just mention the notes. Use information that can help you justify. clarify and
back up your ideas/arguments/opinion.

* Don'’t develop your ideas in the introduction.

+ Don't introduce new ideas in the conclusion.

Writing practice

1. a. Read the rubric, the essay topic and the notes given. Notice that these notes have been expanded on.

You have recently had a discussion in your English class about holidays. Now, your English teacher has asked you t
write an essay. Write an essay using all the notes and give reasons for your point of view.

Volunteer holidays give you the opportunity to help others while experiencing personal satisfaction
and growth. Do you agree?

Notes

Write about:

» community benefits

» professional benefits

s ... (your own idea)
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al benefits

Justification Justification
« standard of living in the community is improved « develop new life and worlk skills
¢ strong bonds among members of community are = acquire experience

developed

[
2lip

b. Now, come up with your own idea on the essay topic as well as examples to support it.

; == - b - —_—

| {your own

i T S -

g

Justification
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.
2. Task for homework
= a. Brainstorm onthe following essay topic to come up with an additional idea and examples which you can use

to justify all three.
Backpacking 3 great way o spend a hliday. Do you agree? .
Justification
« independence

unit

« learning experience

* ... (your own idea)

b. Answer these questions.

a. How do backpackers usually get around?

b. What places do they get to see that other travellers might not?

¢. How can this be of benefit to their health?

d. Where do they usually stay?

e. What kind of meals do they eat and where do they get them from?

f. How does this affect their budget?

g Isit common for backpackers to come in contact with local people?

h. Do backpackers get first-hand experience of the locals’ traditions, culture and lifestyle?
i. What can backpackers learn from this contact and these experiences?

c. Write your essay (140-190 words).

A



Yy |
£ Education

Pre-listening

Do you remember your first day at school? What was it like? How did you feel?

What is/was the best/worst thing that happened to you at school?

Do/Did you get nervous before an exam? Why/Why not?

Have you ever attended a language course abroad? If yes, what did you think of it? If not, would you like to attend

one?




e
c-
=}

Activity |

You will hear five short extracts in which people are talking about experiences they had during their schooldays. Fo
questions 1-5, choose from the list (A-H) what each speaker says. Use the letters only once. There are three extra
letters which you do not need to use.

A I think what happened to me was fair. Speaker 1
B I had anxiety problems.

C I will never forget my first day. Speaker 2
D [ had high expectations.

E I wasafraid of the future. Speaker 3
F [ went through a difficult time because I was different. SpeAkeie
G 1 wishI'd chosen a different school.

H [didn't have many friends. Speaker 5

Activity 2

You will hear a teacher talking about language schools in the United Kingdom. For questions 1-10, complete the
sentences with a word or short phrase.

Many students choose to go to a language school because it is to learna
language there.

Language schools in the UK are good for people who are interested in
and learning the language.

The language centres are open only during

The courses are available to people

The classes are made up of people of

The lessons are interesting and not much time is spent
Besides the language, one can also learn about

The teachers come from the UK and other

For those who like , tennis

and other sports are available.

People learn because they constantly hear English and use it to
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SPEAKING

'Discuss the topic

Think of a school that you know.

® What does it look like?

© What facilities are available for teachers and students?
® In your opinion, is the school well-organised?

'Speculate and make a decision

Alocal school is going to have two facilities built. Here are some of the suggestions they are considering. Talk in
pairs about each of these options. First, discuss how these facilities can be of use. Then, decide which two should be
built, and why you consider them more important than the others. Make sure you justify your answers. Use some
of the suggested expressions given below.

e, I
T

Ly

library
: H.x'

How can these
facilities be of use?

sports facilities

| Which two facilities should be built and why? |

Suggested expressions

A ..would be of use because it would help students ... It might/might not .. | think it would be better to build ..
A ..can be very useful in providing students with .. Don't you think .2 | believe ... should be built as ...
A ..will give students the opportunity to .. | don't think ... It would be more convenient ...

| suggest a ... be built because ... It wouldn't be a good idea ..

If we built a .., then ...
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SPEAKING

‘Further discussion

Discuss the following questions. You can use some of the expressions and the vocabulary given below.

1 How important is it for schools to have libraries and gyms?
2 What other facilities should be available to students?

3 Do you think that all subjects taught at school are of equal importance?

4 Why should everybody have to go to school?
5 What would your ideal school be like?

Useful expressions

| I'suppose that libraries/gyms are ... because ...

2 Firstly, | believe that a ... is essential as ..
Secondly,a ... would also be useful because ...

3 Inmy opinion, ... because ...
4 First of all ..
5 | would like my school to have ...

| think teachers should ...

24
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essential career

necessary illiteracy

research ignorance

sports field opportunities

science/computer lab well-organised

assembly hall up-to-date

fully-equipped flexible timetable

equipment motivated
Lassessment




Discuss the topic

© What kind of school do/did you go to?
© What is/was your favourite subject?
© Can you think of an event that happened at school which you will never forget?

Sample writing
« Read the rubric and the story below. Why did the writer feel embarrassed?

You have seen this announcement in an
international magazine for schools.

Short story competition

We are looking for stories from English-language
students. Your story must begin with this sentence: |
1 was very excited on that Monday morning J
last October. {

Your story must include:

» a schoolmate
° an ccciden’r

e e o

Wnte your story ( 140-190 words).

I was very excited on that Monday morning last October. I had always been

ed in Chemistry and we were finally going to do our first experiment.
tting in the lab with my friend Martin, waiting for the lesson to begin.
-ely did experiments at school. d
Our teacher explained everything step by step. 'Make sure the mixture doesn’t

boil!' she warned us. Having followed the instructions carefully, Martin and I placed
the test tube over the gas flame. While we were waiting, we decided to write up the
practical report.

Shortly afterwards, a disgusting smell caused us to look up. We froze. The mixture
was boiling furiously! There was smoke everywhere. I turned off the gas, but it was
too late - the test tube exploded and the fire alarm went off. I was horrified!

The school had to be evacuated immediately. Luckily, the fire brigade arrived a few
minutes later and we were soon told to return to our classrooms.

Although we weren’t punished, I felt so embarrassed that I couldn’t face my
classmates. How could I? I was partly to blame. I promised myself I wouldn’t let |
anything like that happen again.

2. Each of the following statements corresponds to one of the paragraphs in the story. Write the numbers 1-5 in the
boxes provided. In this paragraph the writer:

a. describes what took place before the main event. D d. tells us where the story took place. I:l
b. presents the people involved in the story. D e. explains the outcome of the main event. D
c. tells us how he/she felt about the whole incident. I:] f. describes his/her feelings of tension. |:|

3. Answer these questions.

a. Why does the writer use direct speech in the second paragraph?
b. Which tenses does the writer use when narrating events?
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Plan

The most common way of writing a story (also known as a narrative) is by narrating the events in chronological
order (in the order they happened). Below is a plan for a story of this type, with questions to help you when
planning one. Read the plan and compare it to the sample,

When did the story take place?
Where were you and why?
What was the weather like?

« describe the background scene What were you doing? What were you going to |
Introducton * introduce the main character(s) do?
* describe feelings at the beginning Who were you with?
of the story if necessary What was your relationship with the other !
character(s)?
How did youlthe other character(s) feel at that
time?
What happened?
Main Part + describe how the story started What were you expecting to happen?
(2-3 paragraphs) and developed What did youlthe other character(s) do?
How did you feel?

Jgribethe ot.Jccome o_f s stor:y Was the situation resolved? How?
(could also be included in the main

How did you feel afterwards?
part) How do you feel about the event now?

« make a short comment on the Has it chanzed. ol Rlloh

story

Guide to writing

# Decide, beforehand, whether you are going to write about a true or an imaginary event. Think of a simple story.
You can narrate the story using the first or third person, depending on the rubric. )

© Remember that when you are given a sentence to begin your story with, you must include it without making any
changes to it.

® Make sure you use the two prompts given in the rubric.

» Make the introduction interesting and original in order to catch the reader’s attention and make him/her want to
continue reading your story.

o Start a new paragraph for every stage of your story. This will make it easier for the reader to follow it.

» Make sure you use appropriate tenses. The most common tenses when writing a story are:
- the Past Simple (used when narrating a sequence of events in order).
- the Past Progressive (used when describing the background scene to the story or when referring to interrupted

events).

- the Past Perfect (used when describing earlier events or situations).

@ Try to use a variety of structures in order to make your writing more interesting. For instance, you can use the
Passive Voice, Conditionals, Participles and Inversion.

@ Use linking words/phrases to join your ideas and make your story flow. Look at the table on the next page for

linking words/phrases which are commonly used in story writing,
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before, before long, when, as soon as, just as, the moment that, while, as, during,
in the meantime, immediately, after; afterwards, after that, later, some time later,
soon, then, next, in the beginning, at first, in the end, finally, eventually, at last,
until, by the time

although, even though, in spite of, despite, however, no matter how/what,
whatever, but, while, whereas, nevertheless, regardless of

RS 50 ... that, such ... that, therefore, so, otherwise, for this reason, under the
esult ~Consequence [N, consequently, as a consequence, as a result

Concession - Contrast

Cause - Reason because (of), as, since, due to, owing to

in fact, as a matter of fact, actually, to tell you the truth, strangely enough

Create the atmosphere you want and make your story interesting by using some of the following:

Direct Speech: to make a situation seem real
very short sentences: to excite the reader
questions or exclamation marks: to vary the style

interesting vocabulary: to make descriptions more vivid and the whole story more interesting, e.g. say
‘delicious food” instead of ‘good food’ or ‘He glanced at his watch’ instead of ‘He looked at his watch'.

expressions/phrases:

i My heart was beating furiously. All of a sudden/Suddenly ...
'x was tO(? good to be true. [tmade mie jump: The next thing | knew ...
. "‘ yid thT il eye/sl' | | burst out laughing/into tears. | was taken by surprise ...
auldnie beleve myeyesfliick- It was a real shock. To. my. surprise
As fuck would have it ... h Un)f |
D s e It was getting on my nerves. (Un)fortunately ...

15 e j It was the best/worst ever. Without a doubt ...

o b o ) | was in a good/bad mood. Beyond any doubt ...
| bre d a sigh of relief. .

P | was left speechless. Without thinking ...
ras out of breath.

End your story in such a way that the reader will be impressed.
Make sure you don’t exceed the word limit.

Writing practice

a. Read the rubric below and the introduction of the story. Then, rewrite the introduction, changing it so that it
is more interesting.

You see this announcement SHORT STORY COMPETITION
in aninfemationalmagazine We are looking for stories from English-speaking students. Your story must include:
for schools. g »
Your story must begin with this sentence: | will never * school lockers
Write your story forget what my friend and | did on April Fool's Day. * a prank
(140-190 words). — — | —
———

-

| will never forget what my friend and I did on April Fool's Day. Our school was old. All the lockers in our school

were also old and opened very easily. All we had to do was slightly hit them with our hand. The lockers would
open. We decided to play a practical joke on our classmates.

27
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=5 b. Below are the second and third paragraphs that form the main part of the story. The sentences in each
paragraph have been jumbled up. Put them in the correct order by numbering them. Pay attention to the

linking words/phrases.

Paragraph 2

We laid everything in the hall and put
D pieces of paper with their names on top
so we wouldn’t mix up the things.

On the day before April Fool’s Day, my
friend and | stayed after school.

Finally, we put a note in the lockers
describing the person who now
had their belongings.

We then put them back in different
lockers.

Once we’d made sure that there was
nobody around, we took
everybody's things out of their lockers.

L O O O

Paragraph 3
So, we hid and anxiously waited for them to arrive.

They kept reading the notes trying to figure out what was going on.

My friend and I couldn't stop laughing until someone realised that we were behind it all because we were
the only ones who didn't have other people's stuff in our lockers.

The following morning we got to school earlier than our classmates.

D We wanted to be there to see their reaction when they opened their lockers.

When our classmates arrived and opened their lockers, they couldn't believe their eyes.
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2. Read the rubric below and expand on the
ideas given to write a story. Make sure
you use appropriate tenses and linking
words/phrases to join the sentences.
Remember to make your story interesting
and to write in paragraphs.

Stories wanted for our new magazine!
The story must begin with this sentence:
| walked into the classroom with a feeling of unease.

Your story must include:
o a test
» cheating

You have seen this announcement in
an international magazine for schools.
Write your story (140-190 words).

unit E

The teacher/hand out/the tests.
I/be/nervous.

I/not study/at all/at the weekend.
Ithink/it/be/an easy test.

I/go through/the test many times.
I/can only answer/three out of the
twenty questions.

I/have/an idea.

I/put/my book under my desk.
l/openlit.

I/start/looking for the answers.
The teacher/not look/at me.
|/copy/something.

I/feel/a hand on my shoulder.

She/not punish me for cheating,
She/give/me a second chance.
I/belrelieved.

I/thank/her.

I/study/hard.

I/dofwell in the test the next day.

The teacher/catch/me in the act.
I/not know/what to say.

I/start/panicking.
I/not want/to fail the exam.

Task for homework
a. Read the rubric below and write a plan for your story in the space provided.

Short story competition
The story must begin with this sentence: fout storg m.ust include:
° an open window

It was 1° April again, and I knew we were * a surprise

in for something humorous.

b. Write your story (140-190 words).
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A 034 , .
¢ Society and relationships

Pre-listening
Do you think that young children and
teenagers benefit from belonging to youth
organizations such as the Boy Scouts / Girl
Scouts? In what ways?
Would you ever consider joining a group
like the scouts or doing some other sort of
voluntary work in your community?
Why / Why not?

Activity |

You will hear fifteen short conversations. After each one, you will hear a question. There are three picture
answers for each conversation. Choose the picture that best answers the question.

(| = | — -]







